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: ' % SIXTY FOUR YEARS CF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT *

BRESIDENT'S REPORT = | - Eric Kaye.

K,) In her excellent _(Qastlecrag, a. Community History (reviewed elsewhere in this

issue) Esther Leslie while writing of the influence which Griffin had on the
development of our beautiful suburb, issues a warning that this could be wiped
out by major and ruthless development. She writes.

'Threats have and will continue to occur. It is hoped that the Castlecrag
Progress Association will continue to be the articulate voice of the
community and remain constantly vigilant. High-rise construction and an
~extension of the Warringah Freeway are the greatest threats to the
environment and the relaxing tranqillity and charm of the suburb.' '

Esther's warning is eloquent and timely. To maintain this vigilance I urge all
concerned residents to actively participate In  the  activities of the
Association. The Annual General Meeting to be held on 28 February is your
opportunity to elect a committee for the next twelve months.

I make mention of two commun1ty activities during 1988 which deserve special
praise. They are not Progress Association initiatives but ones which have our
full support. The first is the bush regeneration project in Sugarioaf Creek by
a project team organised by WEPA. It was funded by a Bicentennial Grant and
made possible by a great deal of voluntary work., Now known as the Valley of the
Water Dragon, 1t is a magnificent passive recreation area. To all who worked so
hard to achieve i1t, particularly Gay and Harold Spies, our sincere thanks.

Finally, our thanks to the Haven Theatre 530A Committee who this year staged
more performances than in any year since it was estab’ished by the Griffins
over 60 years ago. The performances were excellent and all very we11 received.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CASTLECRAG PROGRESS ASSOCIATION WILL BE HELD
IN THE COMMUNITY HALL, THE RAMPART, TUESDAY 28th FEBRUARY AT 8PM. ALL WELCOME.

THE CONSERVATION SOCIETY WILL HOLD ITS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON FRIDAY 24th
MARCH 8 PM AT 80 THE SULWARK. NEW MEMBERS ARE MOST WELCOME.

Please renhew our membership of the Cast?ecrag Progress. Associat1on, for which
we enclose $4, or donation:

| . Name:

Address:




D.ea)a Edditons,

1989 L4 an dmpordant year for our community. Undlike many city dwellers, we are
gorfunate Lo Live Ln a suburb Zhat was designed 4on people Lo appreciate {ts
-hatural beauty by way of owr public nreserves, parks, walking trails and
ampiiheaire, 1L was Zhe hard work, foresight and determination of my parents'
generatlon that got ws Lhe community centre, {ibrary and school, These are all
our- common ground. We need such pubdic facilities §or our common good,

The Threatened closure of our school has deep repercussions, whether on not we
have chilldren at the school. One of the last things Castlecrag needs L5 mone
trafble on our rcads -at peak times, but as- parents we will be fonced L{nto owr
cars Lo dellver and pick up young children who have made griends all over the
municipality. The children will not grow up with a sense of community: of
belonging Lo and caring 4or the subunrh,

We reed Lo keep control of our own [Lves and not let the Government make ws
feel powerless, as if there L4 nothing we can do fto effect a change ox
compromise Lo thedirn decision, 14 we find that Lthe school 48 bedlng undexr-
utilised, we Lthen (as a communityl ascentain The community's greatest needs and
work ZLogether o make that happen, We need Zo conserve what we have Ln

- Castlecrag. 1& L& quite unique, and right grom ithe beginning of white
occupalion our communily has had a histony of Lnvolvement, self-determination
and communily Spirndit. We cannct let it die. ' '

Lindy Batterham
Dear Editons,

The saga over the occupation and care of the waterfront cottages on Sugarloaf
Bay, recognised as an {mpontant part of Castlecrag's heritage, continues, For
unexpladlned reasons Council has nresolved and {5 now endeavouring to Transgern
these watengront properties to the State Department of Planning. The oceupants
have - cared 4ox- and maintalned Lhese places with no securnity apart {from
ofisetling Theln costs agalnst any market nental, which Council agreed with in
1983. The propenties belong beneficially to the ratepayens of Willoughhy and £t
45 beyond neason (legally on othernise) why now Councdl without compensation is
willding Lo relinquish signiflecant Local land resounces o the State, This 45 a
local Lssue and Council must nemain nesponsible - the State has enough problems
without dictating our Leocal needs, :

John Liesiellyn
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' First National o 55
REAL ESTATE & MARKETING CONSULTANTS | | H I G E L E

81 Edinburgh Road ' 1 R ER RSN H
Castlecrag

QUALITY MEATS
TSR o _ _ Griffin Céntre |
FoF gn obligation free, up-to-date 120 Edinburgh Road
~opinion of your heme's market . Castlecrag
value, contact . Phone 9580065
© Terry Lambert o Peter McNiel " EXCELLENT QUALITY MEAT

PHONE - 958 1200 | | - AND FRIENDLY SERVICE

STOP_PRESS!!! - CONGRATULATIONS TO CASTLECRAG RESIDENTS. WE HAVE WON A 'KEEP
AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL' AWARD FOR TIDINESS, IN DECEMBER 198811!
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'Last October a number of local residents formed the Walter Bur]ey Griffln Society -

__Incorporated The 1nspiration for. forming the Soclety was the need to acquire a

unique house owned by Mr Frank Duncan, who in 1933 had commissioned Griffin to
design a small one-bedroom house in The Barbette. Mr Duncan has 1ived there since
1934 with his wife Anice ti11 1984, and now finds it too difficult to stay. Only
13 Griffin houses were built in Castlecrag and given the continual occupation by.
its .original owner, this house remains. a unique expression -of Griffin's -
architecture - the perfect small house and .its relationship to’ the landscape.
Constructed of sandstone and patented 'knitlock! (a 12 -inch square cement tile) .
walling, the house remains in its original state both externally.and Tnternally,
even to the original kitchen and bathroom, Preservation of the house 1s supported

by the Royal Australian Institute of Architects, the National Trust, the Historic

Houses Trust, the Heritage Council, and of course Mr Duncan himself. who recalls

*_GrTff1n 11k1ng his house very much.

Mr Duncan now heeds 1o move to the Chatswood Dougherty Centre where he has
secureéd a pleasant unit. close to services that with age he now. requires, and

. must sell his house, with current valuations around $400,000. Real Estate agents’
 have advised him that 'the site has everything going for it except the house'.

The Walter Burley Griff1n Society would-

1ike the opportunity to  ensure the

preservation of the house and land and

has since gained the support of signif-

icant local and state organisations and
" individuals. The original spirit of
Castlecrag. is sti111 alive in its people
L and places. Mr Duncan and his house
T S 00 wf g2 embody this spirit. The need to secure
i ' the house in the public trust is urgent
ahd equally, Mr Duncan's trust in our
S _ i, 5 ability to do this needs to be secured
BT oo o , gL for his peace of mind. We urge you to
e ; join the Society to enable us to reach
: s a wider audience 1n order to raise the
' necessary funds.,

1

The Corporate Affairs Commission has incorporated the Society. with registration
YO6598-03. The Australian Taxation Office has. granted tax deductibility to donors
of money or property to the Society, and also income tax exemption for the income
of the Society. Its objectives and rules are available from the Secretary and. we
w111 endeavour to display copies with the organisations advertising in Ine_Qngg.

I/We wish to become members of the Walter BurTey Griffin Society Incorporated and

- agree to accept the rules and ObJGCtS of the Society.

Memhenahin.&uhagrintigne.
l _IIndividua} $10.a year [j] Community'Organisetionﬁ$100 a year
] Bueiness-Organisat1on $500 a. year | ' '

Name: -

Address: __. s _ _ ' Telephone:

Date: L i  Signature:

I/We wish to heTp the Society with the following donation (tax deduct1b]e)"
3 $.__ T3 %50 ) sw0 [ $200 E D _

Please make cheques payah1e to: Walter Burley Griffin Society Inc.

and address to The Secretary. 12 The Parapet, CastTecrag. NSW 2068 AUSTRALIA
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" NOTES ON

k 10 DECEMBER &8
- MEETING
SAVE » OUR . SCHOOL Eric Kave

The whole ho]iday period has passed
since some three hundred or so of our
residents, parents -and children
attended a meeting in the  school
grounds, ~ to protest against the
proposed closure of the Castlecrag and
14 other schools in NSW. The meeting,
called by +the P&C Association, was
chaired by Phil Bennett and held on
Saturday 10th December, a day on which
our Tocal member Mr Peter Collins had
agreed to attend. It marked the
beginning of a  determined campaign
which the school committee fintends to
wage for the next 12 months.. The
meeting was addressed by: Susie
- McIntosh, chairiman of the Committee;
Mr Bob Carr, Leader of the Opposition;
Ms Robyn Read, Member for North Sydney;
Ald. Noel Reidy, Mayor of Willoughby;
and Mr John Aquilina, MP.
briefly for the Prbgress Association,

Mr Bennett had the uhpleasant task of
advising those present that Mr Collins
would -not be attending, nor had a
written. statement .been received from
him,

excellent

Susie McIntosh gave an
outline of the action which the
Committee had already taken, She

attacked the Government's policy and
stated that the struggle would continue

through 1989 to save Castlecrag and the

other 14 schools.

Mr Carr said that he was deeply
concerned for +the future of state
education 1in NSW, and that it would
'require people 1ike you, .with

commitment to go out and advocate the
survival and strengthening of the state
education system'., He said that he
feared the ‘decisich to c¢lose the 15
schools was part of a 4~5 year program
to dismantle public edication,

- Robyn Read said that access to quality
education is the right of every child
in our society, but that the present
Government was taking away that right,
partly to get those who could afford it
out of the public. school system, in a
cynical cashing-in. of public assets.
However, this school belongs to us all,
we own it, it is on public Tand.

I spoke

. Education, a

The Mayor, Noel Reldy said: 'Our
schools are not for sale, There has
been no consultation, and we want to
know from the Government, 'Why are you

sell this asset? If so, what are you
going to use 1t for?'. He then read
the resolution passed by Council on 5
December: That Council

. 1. support -the State Government's drive

to fully utilize every public asset
to maximise the return commensurate
with the risk;

2, express concern. that closure and
sale of Castlecrag School does not
appear to have been fully researched
by the Minister's Staff or Depart-

-ment or consultation taken place
with- those affected 1ncluding
parents, citizens and local
government;

3. considers on the evidence currently
available that there is too high a
long term risk of future over~
crowding of Willoughby and nearby
schools;

4. request the Government to reverse
the Minister's decision to c¢Tose the
‘Castlecrag School wuntil the full
facts are revealed to and discussed

. by the relevant parties.

John ‘Aquilina the shadow Minister for
former teacher and a
person who rates educatioh above all
else incTuding politics, strongly
supported the actions of the Committee
in  this campaign. He said, 'the
brochures and information prepared by
your Committee says it all, and says it
very well. There 1s nothing good in
education about being big, what is good
is where you have intimate classes

-closing this school? Are you going to

where teachers -and students get to know. -

one another!'., His final words were a
challenge, 'Keep up the good fight!'.

KEXAXXKEXH¥

THE QUADRANGLE

' EDINBURGH RD. CASTLECRAG
' Ph: 958-0212

SHOP 4.




‘catchment of

”'SUGARLOAF_BUSH REGENERATION OPENING

The off1c1a1 opening of the Sugar1oaf
Bush- ‘Regeneration project in the
Sugarloaf Creek -
designated the Valley of the Water

Dragon - was performed on 20 December
11988 by the Member for. North Sydney,

the "Hon. John Spender. The master of

. ceremonies, . Mr Don- Burke. ‘commenced -
- proceedings with ~ the
comments: _ '

I think what we are doing’ here today

.15 more 1mportant than the people
here realise. - AustraTian c1t1es are

" unique 1in that we have more. virgin

bushland than any other major city
~in the world., In New York people
would have no fdea of what native
‘plants are; they have probably. never
seen them. Those who 1ive in Britain
_would not even ‘know what.- their
-native plants were. Sydney, of all
the cities in Australia, has by far
the best bushiand. It 1is a critical

resource - .which the rest of the.

developed world does not have,

A pivotal area’ for Sydney- has been

Castlecrag. The early work of Walter.

Burley Griffin in estab¥ishing his
- suburb and restoring the .bushland
- was a farsighted and critical thing
for the c¢ity. The tragedy - for
Castlecrag is that, for most of the
50 years after Griffin established
the suburb, the residents did not

follow his visfon and use of the

area turned inté abuse. Much of the
access to the bush was walled off
and residents dumped their rubbish
in the bush.

~is - sti11 wonderfully good. The
damage has not been horrendous and

-..what we are about today is reversing
the damage which has'ooQUrred.

I see. Cast1ecrag "as being the

 Terania Creek of Sydney. Terania

rainforest was not
but what

Creek as  a
espec1a11y significant,

Hugh -and Nan N1cho?son did there

“turned the tide. With the support of
Neville Wran, it was the beginning
of the 'end of rainforest logging.
Castlecrag 1is .pivotal to getting

. urban bushland right. Other suburbs
will Tlook to us .for ' leadership.

Other forgotten valleys” may be saved -

if this works as well as it looks
1ike working. It is quite critical
for the. deveiopment of Sydney.

_fo}?owing,

_bush. - Ald.
“project was . a

Nonetheless, the area

~ The Mayor, Ald. Noel Reidy praised the

work of WEPA in bringing the bushland
regeneration about. He stated .that
Council have been supportive of WEPA's
work and had recently made a grant of

. $10,000 which wi1l enable the work to

continue through 1989, He commented
that many people did not appreciate

~ the bush before the project commenced,

but the efforts of WEPA in involving
the Jocal people .in the work had
brought. about a new awareness of the
Reidy - stated - that the
_ ~ highly . significant
achievement for the whole of Sydney.

Gay Spies, replying on behalf of WEPA,
welcomed guests, particularly the

-residents of Sunnyside and Sugarloaf
:Crescents. She said that it was hard

to believe such a beautiful area. of
bushland was so close to the GPO. The

Natfonal Estate and Bicentennial
grants received by WEPA were an
important acknowledgement -of urban

“bushland as part of our heritage.

Special thanks were extended to ‘the
teams which had participated in the

~works and for the pride of WEPA

members in the project, which they saw
as ‘their contribution to the community
and. to comservation of urban bushland.

- The Hon. John Spender supported the

sentiments of the previous speakers.
He sajd that we had been lucky that
such bushland had not been destroyed,
and this was an opportunity to see

ourselves as trustees for the next
. generation. The day's events marked an

achievement in saving bushland for the
future. He stated that he could not

see us ever turning back to the old

days when anything was right - for
development at any:cost and for any
purpose. He offered. thanks to the

‘community for caring-about the area,

and. unveited the plague to commemorate
the opening of the project.

The Pres1dent of the Progress Assoc,

"Mr Eric Kaye, thanked members of WEPA
‘especially Gay 'and Harold Spies for
their 1imagination and. hard work in

regeneration of the valley and pointed
out - that it would be. -obliterated
should .the Freeway -ever go ahead.
Local resident Gordon Shrubb then read
his evocative poem The. Valley.of.the

- Water Dragen, about the great rocks

and pools which are home to families
of ‘Eastern Water Dragons.



THE SUGARLOAF Busa‘-emﬁﬂnmméx FUND APPEAL
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'Sugarloaf Creek in Castlecrag runs through the

Valley of the Water Dragom, It then joins with

‘Camp Creek and flows through the mangroves of

the South Arm of Sugarloaf Bay in Middle Harbour.
~ The bushland inm this delightful valley is being

- regenerated by a project team organised by WEPA,

The regeneration.program began in 1985 vith a
Natiomal Estate Grant of $10,000 and continued
‘with an Australian Bicentennial Grant of $80,000. - '

in 1986. WEPA currently employs 15 bush regenerators and has contributed
approximately $12,000 in voluntary work. So far, primary work on about
one third of the catchment area of Sugarloaf Creek has been completed.
The grant moneys have been used mainly for labour costs and will be
exhausted early in 1989,

- The work, when completed, will aIIOW'access.to waterfalls surrounded by
lovely native bush. There 1s the potential for a South Arm Walking
Track and a link to Harold Reid Reserve through elther bushland or the
mangroves. The area i1s an important habitat for native plants, animals
and birds, It is also a valuable passive recreation asset for Castlecr( D,
and, indeed, Sydney. To leave the regeneration work incomplete and with=
out ongoing maintenance would be a tragedy.,

Money 1s needed to employ workers, remove rubblsh and pay ineurance.'
Your contribution will be invaluable in allowing the preject to be
carried to completion.

Please don't allow garden refuse, lawn clippings or any household -
rubbish to enter the creeks or bush, Help regenerate and conserve
this lovely valley. ,

WEPA _AGM _8pm _Monday _ 13 __ Febhruary
Thank you, . xtormon library, Edlzabeln Lawmen
Gay Spies will give an {llustrated talk
%? | on the Sugariloaf Profect. ALL wedlcome,
:;fSpies o : :
An Open Day with gulded walks An ihe
President, WEPA. | Valley of the Water Dragon will he held \
: on Sunday 4 March at 10am and 2pm. Meel W,
_ - at vacant block beside 63 Sunnyside
e m e ——————— e ———mwe==— | Credcent, Casilecrag. Walking shoes s e e
: . - | essential, 958 §569 |
Christlne Lawrernce ; N\
Treasurer, WEPA _ - K3> _
19 Cooney Avenue L L D A @Q | 0
 ARTARMON 2064 o | | D 0'0;00
' Dear Ms lLawrence, | | B | O é$> %g> -
~ Please find enclosed $4es..(Cheque or 0..&0 ,@) 00
'Money Order) being a donation towards : ‘ ,{kSD ‘S&<$>_ng

(Pax deductibility is being pursued

| (ol
through the Aust, Conservation Foundation ) W E P n
: e Ko IL

| Suggested Donation (please tick) |
(.)815 A )32(_) ()25 ()$50  ( )3100 ( )"$500 - ( )fiﬁ..,.;

Yours s:tn'cere'ly '

‘WEPA's Sugarlosf Bush Regeneration Fund. ' @ @Q Q

NAME: (Please print)...,,.;.;.}....;.......ee.,a

.ADDRIESS...l'...o.o-'cGto,.o.o.oono.ouaol.locuuusonlaog



s YOUR LOCAL CHURCH o CASTLECRAG LTBRARY
: o . Th-,e.'(_','omp_zunc"ty Centre, The Rampart

- PazébyteaLan Chuach
chn High and Launel -814, WilLoughby
ZOOm 6nam Edinburgh Road :

TUESDAYS 3.30 - 4.30PH
 THURSAVS 12,30 - 4PM
SATURDAYS 10AM - NOON

NEW_BOOKS LIST:

DEIGHTON, L  Spy Hook

THEROUX. P Riding Lthe Inon Roosilern
WEST, M Masternclass
CHATWIN, B Utz - .
WESLEY, M -  Second Fiddie
WARNER, M The: Lost Father
STEEL, D “Zoya -

BROOKNER, A  The Latecomers
 STUART LONG  The Seagaiers
FRANCIS, P The Edge

ALL WELCOME'!

HOWATCH,, S - Glamorows Powers
- PEDROSA, C . Imelda Marcos
Sunday- wmfup 10am ~ CONDON, R Prizzia's Glony
Sunday. 4chool 10am O'BRIEN, E  The High Road.
_ Vouih tellowship 4,50-6pm Sunday _ CHOLT., V The India Fan
. : Qan&o& beldowship 6.15-8. 50pm Sunday GASKIN, C The Charmed Cincle
Ny ] o DE MILLE, N The Chaum School
Fox_mone Lnfonmation contact FITIGERALD, P Beginning o4 Spring
Duncan Parker 498 8349 BINCHY, M Silver Wedding
Chils Davis 955 £969. CLEARY, T = Now and Then, Amen

- - HIGHSMITH, P Two Faces of January
Please 6eeL free 1o visit us - © ahd many paperbacks and mysteries.

you woudd be made Lo 6£eL veny waLcome
T NEIEﬂEQUBHQQQ_HAIQH-"'

_ Bichard. Wheeler
DON'T LEAVE HOME WITHOUT IT!
The 'it' in this case 1s not a certain credit card, but
rather the knowledge that you have told your neighbour
of your proposed absence. In spite of all the bad
behaviour one hears of, most of us are only too pleased
to assist a neighbour by keeping a friend]y eye oh
their house during their absence. Collecting the mail,
parking a car 1inh the driveway, etc. So for safety's
' sake, let your neighbour know when you'll be away. Your.
mind w111 be easier, your neighbour will be pleased to have helped, ‘and there
.will always be an occasion when you can return the favour, Be a good neighbour,
" join Neighbourhood Watch.'Ring'R1chard WheeTer 958 6963 for more information.

| C oo Talan
| pueineS e

in Northbrldge Offwng 1§” @J% Haqu % La @m busra. with

' kzr Bake Shop

ack baard

ENTERPREES.

— 151 Sailors Bay Road -
. Monday- Fnday9an1530pn1
- - Saturday 9am-12.30pm
. Phoné 9582229
DEMETER IS PART OF

HELIOS ENTERPR!SE&: LTD.
©OWHICH IS A RECISTERED

NON- PROFIT ORGANISATION SRR Sy

i"j __{unch

ciafg
&lmw widh ¢ waﬁa/r fmhosjs

Wi oronng
@ <§6N1€2 i aQ&ﬁaxw’ aimog

122 Edinp d. Coasdlatm rnkt om)
Thora; 9 l%wfqé &
i’u&s—fncﬂag

;Dmnar fues -5aﬁwdcg4



CASTLECRAG HISTQRY BOOK
: . ' Rita Kaye

Looking back on ithe Bicentenany yeax,
and profects commemorating that event,
there are two that greatly Aimpressed
me. They uwere both achieved by Zhe
voluntary work of many Willoughby
‘nesddents, One was the Banners
Profect, the nresults of which nrow
deconate the walls of the Civic Centre
in Chatswood; the cther {5 The sel of
24ght books on Zthe history of oun
municdpality, Llaunched £in December §§.

A commitfee chaired hy ETsthern Les{le
was sef up to organdise Lhis profect,
with people underfaking respondibilily
fon the histonies of IThe different
areas. Esther hernself compiled 1the
boks on Castliecrag, Middie Cove and
Noathbridge., She alsc worked fointly
with Jean Michaelldes on The histony
o4 the suburh of Willoughby.

We of Castlecrag are greatly Lindebted
to her forn the excellent book she has
produced on our suburb, and would Like
to thank hern {fon the many hours She
spent neseenching, Antervdiewing and

planning, 1o achieve this nesult., We
now have-  a detailed recornd o4 our

area, ALneluding dates and reci{pienis
of the {inst Lland grants made on our
peninsula. We meet The people who were
involved Ln Castlecrag ol this Lime,
and dearn of Ztheir bhackgrounds and
interests, We aie Laken ZLhrough ZLhe
development of owr subwih from Lthe

time of the inst Ewropean setllerns Lo
and Lntroduced to many-

the present,
Interesting people on Zhe way, The
authorn dLeaves uws with a greatern
undernstanding of and empathy {for our
chosen home. It {4 clear that 4she had
a great love forn Castlecrag. I now

Look gorward Lo reading Zhe other

Aeven books on our Municipality.

Noete: We have purchased a number o4

The Suburh o4 Castlecraa, a Community

Histony and will have them at cur nexi
Progress Assoclatlion meeting 28 Feb.
The books are also fon sale at
Willoughby Library 4on $5 . each, We
wrge you to get youn copy whilst they
are STLLL avauaw

- To buy or sell .al home contact: _
Jim Young Real Estate

The Quadrangle, 100 Edinburgh Road

: Castlecrag
Phone 9580124 or - 9580197

C[After hours contact Jim Young at
9 Minnamurra Rd. Northbridge |
Phone 958 7894

*omtl]jmmuf
local expenience

*oummastml

genuine 3eTvice:

Inlesiors

79 Edinburgh Road, Castlecrag

Ph: 958 6672 or 958 8372
Car Phone: 018 226586

Design & Construst Kitchens
intsrior Design
Colour GConsultants

. [Roman and Balloon Shades]
[Bedspreads and Curiains]

X2 A
LA AR

1
e

CASTLEBCRAG
MBATS

Cnr. Raeburn Ave. and Edinburgh Rd.

Phone 958 4274
for

excellent service / top quanty meat
phone orders / free home delivery
Tuesdays & Frldays

; F‘fy oy NEW range of Kebabs)

Ihg_-_Q[:gg is ed‘I'_l;ed‘ on behalf of the Progress Association by Mary Baker 958 5518

~and Kerry McKillop 958 4516. We would appreciate the assistance of someone
wi111ing to -organise the distribution of the newsletter to the network of
residents who de1iver 1t to letterboxes every two months,
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