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“The Cas tlacrag Pfagrpss Asaaulatxon agalﬂ wen nto bat For th& residenta at tHo Local

Government - Appeals Tribunal. The Board of the Tribunal hsard a further two days of .
“evidence on May 9 & 10, then after some dallboration the Chamrman’o_ the Hoar@ iﬁqu“d B
a statemsnt uutllnlnq ﬁh@ v1ew of, the Board. o REat ok B

Fhue Lhe sxtuat an so far 13 §~1

‘Wlllouqhby ﬁounnil paased the develapment appllcatlon undnrvthrea?,‘ramftha D@veloper‘ o
to take the matter to the Local Goyernment’ Appeals Tribunal. It attached to its mppravai
“a number of candztlon 5, which. the Developﬁr ‘did not 1n1t1a11y accept and had the matiey
listed for hoarlng. Only a few days before the. hearing the .Developer attempted to f’,
withdrdw, but: Council insisted on the hearlnq, with the Castlecraq Prmgresq AQBOQlﬁthﬂ
being given Lhe apportunlty ta preqent 1t3 v1ew&. : i T i

1Mhi]v the Assaeiatxon was not. succesqful 1n prevcntlng thts dﬁvelopment, lt must be
¢aid that it is an unfortunate state of affairs when a Residenta' Group must spend
“seyeral thousand dollars of residenta’ donatlons to attempt to achxeve what tha
roﬁldents alected Caunc1l faxled ta dos : i S

Thﬁ plane appraved by hxlloughby Loun011 were shuwn in the Trlbunal hearinq tc he vary
anfarlar an many design and aesthetic mattarg, and it was the Association’s epvidence
(the' only evidence presented against the glowing praise issued by the Developer's
w1tn9asas) which caused the Tribunal to insist on very magor Lhdnges.

Im facf thp Assoeiation's erdeavours before the Trlbunal have 1ed to several rui;nq&
which may well be used as legal prbcwdent in future fights agqlngt undQQ1rablo
devolopmentb. ' . : ,

Ihp Chaxrman mf the Bnard stated that "the Goard is of the Oplnlﬂﬂ thmt wxigtlng
plannmnq guidelines, such as the extent and nature of the zoning, the uses nwrqusable
with consent, as well as the extent of development pnrwlssable with consent within such
Zonings, have to be ba]dnccd with the said expectatlons nf thp re 1dents of the ?ocaltty.

ﬂn thm mafter mf vnhmcular access and parkan, the A*voclatlon thh as%xatance from 75"
the eminent traffic gngineer Professor Blunden clearly demonstrated to the Tribunal -
that the rAmp to the underneath car park was narrow and dangerous and ‘that mackxng '
space was ing ufficient. As a result the Tribunal required dramatic altaration to tha
ramp and ruled that "in the circumstances where shopping centres are adjacent fo .
res ﬁpmtzai zones, special care and design is necessary to prnmmte the usa of such
" jreut parking. In this regard, parking should not only be adequate bubrahove thv noer

jard has accepted that the norm here should be the Council's code, It consmdera S

iworafnre that in the circumstances parking should he in excess of the norm."

Te achieve this has brauqht about“a dramatlc reductlon in the retall floor apac;g
which in turn somewhat reduces the obnoxious effects on neighbouring residential
plOp‘Ttl“ﬂ and rcqu1res further landucapmng on the street Frontage._

Th“ publicity and comment prmvaked by the Ass oclatlon force d Pacﬂnnald’s out of Lhm
development, and finally caused the Developer to state bafors the Tribunal thaﬁ they
would not be 1nterestpd.;n a Hamburger or Pl?za or Lmllar BStdbllShm&ﬁto L




points raised by. the As ac1at10,-f clud that the loadlng dock f30111txav were
woofully 1nadequato For all the shops except he . sup ermarket, with Board then obtaining
the Developer's agreement®to an additional duck, and the Board ruled that the proposed
butchgv vhap (thm thlrd in th:s suburb'} was not to be erv1ced From Edinburqh Road,

The Hcari rule» that amwnded plans: coverlng all fho rﬂqu1red changps wore to be
submitted to it for final judgement. A copy.af’ the’ plans were to go to the Council
for their comments, and even though the Board’ did not require a copy to be given
to the Progress AS$oc1a%10n, Council acted on logal advice and decided at its last
meating to make a copy avallqble to us. for commpnt.- ‘ B

The new plﬂnw havo alre ady heen drawn up (only two weeks after their rmqulrement
belng made known by the Board!) and the Association's Committee are. examining them
_ naw. We aucept that so Far we -hava. not‘bsenvab}e to pxcvent thl% duvelopment, S0 we
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Althougn the: 10wem North Sho:e and" | y

Larnfully urvayed by land and sea within- a few ‘months of the 1and¢nq cffthe F;rst Fleet
in 1788, the preasing nced for survival of the! Calony did not encaurdge expansion into Dur
inhospitable slnpa%..lt was not until 1856 that the first Land Grants werc made on the =
peninsula which: i3 now Castlecrag. Mpre than half: of these," plus. a larga part of Northe O
bridge were made to a James William Bligh, ‘whe ‘may ‘or may nat’have bzen related to Captaln ,
Bligh of Mutiny fame. James Bligh was later the first Chairman (or Mayor) of the Munxaipail‘
of "Morth lelnughby. Incidentally, this was the first MUHlClpallty to be proclaimed on:the.
Nopth Shore, in 1865, as a direct result of a thlthﬂ slgn@d hy 67 of the QGD lnhabztants
Wifhln the WMN&Oiﬁdllfy'a boundarles.;a; R b o ‘ o -

A rmuqh track along the w1ndswepf, rocky rldgu whlch is now. Edlnburgh Road, @xxated at’ thﬁt
time, and the parcels of land were allocated on either side of it, Other land grants oq the
pcplnaula (then known as Est Willoughby) were to Alfred Bradford ~Jdehn Gtaplefmn, WoB. Spri-
Jas. Yates, Robert Phennd, JuA. Hunter, E.M. Gtaphﬂn and G.R. Drown. (If any reader knqwq
tqe whor:abouta of thelr descondant% 1t would h@ 1ntoreaf1ng to cantact thmma) !

Haraawdrdwn buqaq and Lh@ branch rallway in 1890 qradua]ly mp@ned up Wlllaughby and
Chatswood, but the penlnsuia remained bushland, subdivided into estates but variudlly
undnvwlopnd By 1920 wc had the Sunnyside Estate .on the north, Torquay Estate on ugarlaaf
Point and Farmer & Co's radio transmitter ZFC somawhare along Fdlﬁburgh Road ( could some JH
older resident’ mf Castlecrag please let me know exackly where?) Cows. from Warner's d&ary
grazed on what is now Eastern Valley. May and Chinese market: gardcnu llnad the road to
Northbridge: The gouthern side of Edinburgh Road was ‘bought by the North Sydney Investmﬁn*
and Tramway Co. Ltd. and then by the ‘Association of North qydnoy Dobenture Holdeps. In .
1921 Walter Puriey Griffin and the Graatcr Jyﬂney Developmbnt Aqaoclatlun pUTChAS”d 9q;
acres of thqae sau%h ‘Jlopea 1nJ Lt tlecrag was born, : : :
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Qur COMMUNITY AFFAIR on Aprll 29 wa esounding success, raising just on $2000 towards
our lagal expenses in the developme fluht. ‘Auctioneer Phnlln Wright did a magmlflcnnt

Jjob and cmrtﬁxnly entortained the crowd who bid’ fsr many a bargdln. The ywungstcrs ran.
white elephant ‘and bookstalls, and 1t wag really wnndeLFul to see so many of our smail
cnmmuplty working together, Qur most sincere thanks go to all thosa ladies who helppd

organise the day, the youqqstwnq on tﬁﬁ stallu, tha hapkeepprf wha dcmﬂted 1tnm=, and f;‘f
tha many, many paop!a who donated so. many gaads»for auction, : ‘
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PROGRESS ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING e TUESDAY, & BotE, 8pm
Castiecrag Community Centre, off The Postern.,
Fefreshments served after the mezeting.



